
Gulfport High School Lesson Plans
K. White

Week’s Focus: Literary Structure Unit Focus: Inside the Nightmare

Subject and Level: Honors Eng II Time Frame: Aug 14-18, 2023

Lesson Essential Questions

Whole-Class Learning
● How and when does imagination overcome reason?

Small-Group Learning
● In literature, how does a sense of uncertainty help to create an atmosphere of fear?

Performance-Based Assessment
● In what ways does transformation play a role in stories meant to scare us?

Standards and Objectives:

MS College and Career Readiness Standards:

RI 1.2
Concept Vocabulary, Word Study: Denotation and Connotation (L.9–10.5, 5.b)
Literary Style (RL.9–10.5; RL.9–10.1)
Conventions: Sentence Structure (L.9–10.1, 1.b)
Writing to Compare: Explanatory Essay (W.9–10.2; W.9)

Student Centered Objectives:

The Student will….
1. Evaluate written narratives by analyzing how authors introduce and develop the events in their

writing
2. Expand your knowledge and use of academic and concept vocabulary.
3. Write an explanatory essay in which you use a narrative as evidence for your main idea. Apply your

knowledge of texts in unit
4. collaborate with your team to build on the ideas of others, develop consensus, and communicate
5. Use figurative language, connotation, and denotation to convey meaning and add variety and interest

to your writing and presentations.

Vocabulary

“House Taken Over”
Spacious
Unvoiced
Obscure
Recessed
Vestibule
Muffled

Academic Vocab
Tone, Mood, Analyze,
Evaluate, Connotation,

Denotation,
Figurative Language,

Apathetic, Lethargic, Concede



INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES/RESOURCES

Monday: 8.14.23: What is the allure of fear?
● Bell-ringer: Quiz “Fall of the House of Usher”
● Anticipatory Set: Usher video
● Procedures:

o Journal #6: How and when does imagination overcome reason? When was this present in
the Usher text?

o “Usher” First Read Extension Questions
o Close-Read: Read 1-4 (chunking)
o Students will complete second-read, completing close read questions. P. 13-30
o The teacher will model second-read annotation techniques, focusing on symbolism
o DIDLS handout

● Closure: Discuss answers to text questions
● Assessment: Formative -teacher observation and questioning

**The teacher out for School Picture Day

Tuesday: 8.15.23
● Students will complete the following assignment independently:

o “Analyze the Text” p.32
o Read “Analyze Craft and Structure” on p. 33
o Complete Craft and Structure Chart p. 33
o Concept Vocabulary, Practice, and Word Study p. 34
o Conventions Chart, Read It, Write in p. 35

Wednesday: 8.16.23

● 4-Week Midterm: Mastery Connect

Thursday: 8.17.23
● Bell-ringer: journal: Think about a time when you were in a difficult or uncomfortable

situation. Briefly describe the situation. Did you stay and try to resolve the situation or did you walk
away? Why?

● Anticipatory Set: 1 minute Bio Julio Cortazar ; Reflect on Quote
● Procedures:

o ACT Prep
o Introduce concept vocabulary for “House Taken Over” p. 36
o Quick Write: What is magical realism?
o TTW review paragraph 1 with students:

▪ ANNOTATE: Have students mark details in paragraph 1 that describe the house in
which the story is set.

▪ QUESTION: Guide students to consider what these details might tell them. Ask what
a reader can infer from the descriptions, and accept student responses. Possible
response: By using words such as old and spacious and phrases such as memories
of great-grandparents, the description suggests that the old house has been passed
down from generation to generation and has a lot of rooms.

▪ CONCLUDE: Help students formulate conclusions about the importance of these
details in the text. Possible response: These details may be showing that the

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zu3lmkpdu4s&ab_channel=TeleSUREnglish


characters are living in the past. Remind students that the setting of a story is the
place and time in which the events unfold. Sometimes the setting is not critical, but in
other stories, the setting is integral to the action.

o Students will read independently and complete First Read of “House Taken Over”
o Complete First Read questions p. 43

● Closure: Closure: Look at the description of the house in paragraph 1. How does this description
compare/contrast with the House of Usher?

● Assessment: Formative – teacher observation and questioning.

Friday: 8.18.23
● Bell-ringer: ACT Prep
● Anticipatory Set: Based on your interpretation of the story, draw out a map of the house
● Procedures:

○ Students will complete the First-Read Extension Questions (online)
○ Jump Start: Close Read Have students close read the title, “House Taken Over.” Ask

students to explain the difference between realism and fantasy and whether the short story
they’ve read is a realistic story or a fantasy. Explain to them that the details in realism, or a
realistic story, can indeed happen, whereas in a fantasy, they cannot. Ask students to share
the titles of some stories they have read in both genres.

○ Video Clip on Magical Realism (Savvas Hook and Inspire Resource)
Salman Rushdie on Magical Realism: True Stories Don't Tell the Whole Truth  | Big Think
○ Discuss how “House Taken Over” is a model of magical realism. Complete Magical Realism

questions handout.
○ Whole-Class Close-Read Questions: found in the margins of the story
○ Time-Permitting: Students will work on the Analyze the Text Questions p. 44

● Closure: T-Chart: Realism vs Fantasy
●

Additional Resources
- YouTube: Animated Fall of the House of Usher ; “Usher Video Clip”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZtdhLndVYg
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18Pu5GyOlL064NAcH23CVRf1DCx2BH5nS/view?usp=sharing
https://ms-my.facebook.com/LiteraryTalks/videos/the-fall-of-the-house-of-usher-by-edgar-allan-poe-animated-tale-video-is-from-th/921134252030687/

